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TONIGHT’S 

AGENDA

 Introductions / 

Pathways

 College Fair –Virtual

 College Life

 Explore 

‘ontariocolleges.ca’

 Types of Programs

 Apprenticeship

 Financial Planning & 

Assistance

 Application Process



Post-Secondary Pathways



College University

Combine academic learning with hands-on 

training. College is designed to prepare 

students for the workplace by teaching 

them the skills and abilities needed to do 

their jobs.

Focus on developing critical thinking skills 

and providing a wide base of knowledge.

Certificate, Associate’s Degree, Bachelor 

Degree, or Diploma.

Undergraduate/Bachelor’s degree.

Most diploma programs are 2-3 years in 

length.

Bachelor’s Degree: 3-4 years.

College is often described as "where 

people learn how to do". Classroom 

lectures and skill-based, hands-on learning.

Usually lecture-style. Can include labs, field 

research and online courses. Focus is on 

theory and ideas.



College University

Many college programs offer co-operative 

education, internships or work terms as part 

of the course of study.

Some universities offer co-op programs that 

allow university students to experience the 

world of work while earning university 

credits.

Tuition varies → Average tuition is $2500-

$3500 per year.

Tuition for a Bachelor’s Degree averages 

from $6500-$17,000 per year.

For majority of programs present your 

OSSD, including ENG4C1 (as a minimum).  

Some programs may have additional 

requirements (other courses)

6 courses at the Grade 12 University (U) 

level including Grade 12 English.



 Complete 18 compulsory credits.

 Complete 12 optional credits.

 Literacy Test not required this year.

 20 volunteer hours submitted.

 Complete the prerequisite courses for 

your program.

 Obtain the required average to be 

admitted.

 Complete any additional requirements.



MEET COLLEGE 

REPRESENTATIVES

Ontario College Virtual Fair 2021:

The Ontario College Virtual Fair will not run in 
Fall 2021. A series of smaller virtual events called 
“College Mondays”, designed to give you the 
chance to meet with College Representatives 
from across Ontario and get the information you 
need to get ready for college will be presented.

“College Mondays” run from October 4 until 
November 29 - register now!

Link: https://ontariocollegefair.ca/



MEET COLLEGE 

REPRESENTATIVES: 

“COLLEGE 

MONDAYS”

In just four sessions, you will be able to meet 
with representatives from all Ontario community 
colleges.

Every Monday in October and November, there 
will be four panel groups running simultaneously 
on Zoom, each made up of six to seven colleges.

Each group will provide:

A brief overview of the Ontario community 
college system.

Highlights from each college on the panel.

Time to ask your questions to individual college 
representatives.



MEET COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES: “COLLEGE MONDAYS”

To register: https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/colleges/college-recruitment

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/colleges/college-recruitment


COLLEGE VIRTUAL GUEST SPEAKERS 

PRESENTING TO AJAX HS

All presentations will be virtual. The link to each 

meeting will be posted on the Guidance Google 

Classroom prior to the date.

College: Presentation Date:

Durham Monday, October 4th, 2021 @ 12:30pm

Fleming Wednesday, October 6th, 2021 @ 12:30pm

Centennial Wednesday, October 13th, 2021 @ 12:30pm

Seneca Thursday October 14th, 2021 @ 12:30pm

Humber Wednesday, October 20th, 2021 @ 12:30pm

George Brown TBD



 Colleges may be providing virtual 

open houses and/or in person 

information nights this year.

 Colleges host events in spring and fall. 

Check individual colleges for specific 

dates.

 This will give you more specific 

details for each institution that you 

are considering.



Check Out Campus Tours (if available)



Link: https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/resources/Documents/Virtual-Tours---

Colleges-and-U/Virtual-Tours-of-Colleges-in-Ontario.pdf

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/resources/Documents/Virtual-Tours---Colleges-and-U/Virtual-Tours-of-Colleges-in-Ontario.pdf


 What types of 

residences are 

available?

 Guaranteed for first 

year students?

 What is included in 

the cost?

 Meal plan required?

 Off-campus 

housing?







Getting to Know ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA



Getting to Know ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA

Search by college or a category.

Each college page will have all the 

information that you will need to help you 

make an informed decision.



Getting to Know ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA

For each program you can 

explore:

• Program Details

• Admission Requirements

• Courses

• Costs

• Career Options

• Transfer Options

• Experiential Learning



College Viewbooks

• Specific programs offered

• Tuition

• Scholarships

• Residence

• Recreation and athletics

• Admission Requirements

• Program Description

• Start Dates

• Program Transfer

• Degree Options

• Career Options
*many viewbooks are also digital



ONTARIO COLLEGES 

LOCATIONS



ONTARIO HAS 27 COLLEGES…THERE IS 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!



There is Something for Everyone at Ontario’s Colleges!



An apprenticeship is formal training for those who want a career in 

the skilled trades. It combines training on the job and in the classroom.



Skilled Trades are Divided Into 4 Main Categories

Service

Arborist

Chef

Child & Youth Worker

Hairstylist

Horticultural Technician

IT Network Technician

Automotive & Motive Power

Auto Body Repairer

Auto Service Technician

Marine Engine Technician

Motive Power Machinist

Small Engine Technician

Truck & Coach Technician

Industrial (Manufacturing)

Cabinetmaker

CNC Programmer

Draftsperson

Facilities Technician

General Machinist

Welder

Construction

Brick & Stone Mason

Electrician

General Carpenter

Plumber

Powerline Technician

Sheet Metal Worker

Link: https://www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades

https://www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades


 The amount of in-class schooling is different for each trade, but 

apprentices usually spend 80-90% of their apprenticeships on the job and 

10-20% in class.

 Most apprenticeships last from 3 to 5 years.

 During these years, they are required to work the hours set by their 

employer and spend several weeks each year in a classroom setting.

 A certified person is called a 'Journeyperson'. To complete an 

apprenticeship and become a Journeyperson, you must write and pass a 

provincial examination to earn a 'Certificate of Qualification'.



APPRENTICESHIP - OPTIONS 

1. “Earn While You Learn”:

 Begin work in the trade first (~10 months of full-time work –

earn $).

 Then attend school for ~2 months.

 Write exam for Level 1 apprenticeship (and then continue for 2-5 

more years).

2. Complete Education First:

 Complete a 1- or 2-year program.

 Then enter work/trade (earn $).

 Once completed required hours – write Level 1 apprenticeship 

exam (and then continue for 2-5 more years).

*find own apprenticeship (college can help)



APPRENTICESHIP - BENEFITS
There are many benefits to doing an apprenticeship. Here 

are some reasons to consider: 

 Pay – Apprentices get paid while they learn. In fact, most 

apprentices earn several dollars above minimum wage as a 

starting wage.

 Skills – Apprentices are trained by people who have 

already been certified. A journeyperson must sign an 

agreement to prepare an apprentice and to work directly 

with them, and only apprentices are eligible for trade 

school.

 Job Opportunity – There are some jobs that require 

special skills and only people who are certified 

tradespeople can legally perform those jobs. Because 

these jobs are often more dangerous, apprentices also 

earn more pay.



APPRENTICESHIP – RED SEAL

A program that sets common standards to assess the 

skills of tradespeople across Canada.

Only offered for some trades (e.g.: welder, machinist, 

cook, plumber, carpenter…).

Ability to work in that trade anywhere in Canada.

Helpful Apprenticeship Links:

 https://apprenticesearch.com/

 https://careersintrades.ca/

https://apprenticesearch.com/
https://careersintrades.ca/


 Selection is based on achieving the OSSD and/or the 

average of up to the four prerequisite courses if 

available

 If subjects other than English are required for 

program entry, they will be used as part of the three 

other grades in the selection average if marks are 

available

 Applications must be received by February 1, 2022.

Selection Process For Highly 

Competitive Programs



 Animal Care

 Addictions and Mental Health

 Behavioural Science – Honours Bachelor – NEW

 Community Integration through Cooperative Education

 Communicative Disorders Assistant

 Dental Hygiene

 Electrical Engineering Technician

 Electrical Techniques

 Mechanical Technician – Elevating Devices

 Paramedic

 Practical Nursing

 Practical Nursing –Flex Program

 Social Service Worker

 Occupational Therapist Assistant/Physiotherapist Assistant

If applying to highly competitive 

programs, consider these guidelines:

Reach – consider applying to schools 

whose average cutoff is not out of 

your reach

Range – know your potential 

average and apply to schools in that 

range – contact the individual 

school(s) and ask them what the 

average cut off is as this information 

is NOT published on their websites. 

Geography is a factor in these 

average cutoffs!

Safety - know the admission 

requirements, make sure you have the 

prerequisite high school courses*For highly competitive programs, you may receive an 

‘alternative offer’ of admission*



 Testing

 Portfolios

 Auditions

 Police Check

 Certifications

 Licences

 Health Requirements/Vaccinations

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUT COLLEGE WEBSITES FOR ANY ADDITIONAL 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROGRAMS YOU ARE CONSIDERING!



Bridging From College to University

Diploma to Degree Transfers

Each College/University will have their own criteria

May require an additional semester(s) or years of study

Must maintain a specific average at college for credits to be 

transferable to the university

Some universities allow you to enter either year 2 or year 3 of their 

program



Check out www.ontransfer.ca for more bridging examples.

http://www.ontransfer.ca


Many colleges now offer programs for students who graduate high school with Workplace credits

Make sure to do your research by visiting the specific college website for more detailed 

information and schedule an appointment to talk to a guidance counsellor

Centennial College

Durham College

Fleming College



 4 Year Bachelor’s Degrees are available at some colleges, some are collaborative 

programs offered in conjunction with a partnering university

 Applicants will either do 2 years at the college and 2 years at the partnered university 

OR complete all 4 years at the college depending on the program

 Admission is based on the completion of 6 U/M level grade 12 courses

 Industrial Design, Game Design, Theatre and Drama Studies, Film and Television, 

Journalism, Media Studies, Music, Computing Engineering, Business Administration, 

Early Childhood Education, Nursing, and Radiation Sciences are all examples of 

Collaborative Programs



 Applicants must present OSSD and their 6 highest U/M level grade 12 courses

 The following courses must be presented to be considered for this program:

• ENG4U1, SBI4U1,SCH4U1 one of MCR3U1, MDM4U1, MHF4U1, MCV4U1 and next 2 highest course 
grades

• Average 70-75% based on subject competition

 These collaborative programs are advantageous because students get the best of both college and 
university. There are many other collaborative programs in a wide variety of areas! Explore these options at 
www.ocas.ca

 Be aware that for some collaborative programs, you MUST apply through OUAC (Ontario Universities 
Application Centre). These programs are listed in the OCAS website under Collaborative and Joint Degree 
Programs.

http://www.ocas.ca/


GAP YEAR

 Deferrals → varies depending on the college you apply to. Do 

your research!

 Volunteer

 Work

 Travel



PLANNING ON ATTENDING A COLLEGE 

OUT OF PROVINCE / COUNTRY?

 Each College will have their own 

requirements for applicants 

outside of their province/state

 Students must contact the 

colleges individually to find out 

about the application process

 Students will require an official 

transcript from Ajax H.S.



Bursaries/Grants:

 Cash award

 Based primarily on financial need

 Repayment is not required

Scholarships:

 Cash award for educational expenses

 Usually based on academic achievement and/or community involvement

 Recipients are selected according to criteria established by donor

 Search out scholarships available from colleges / corporations / private organizations / non-profits / Ajax 
HS

 Repayment is not required

Loans:

 Money that must be repaid, many banks offer student lines of credit

Ask Your College:

 Individual colleges may offer grants, bursaries, loans, and/or scholarships

 Contact colleges’ Financial Aid Offices or visit their websites



 Ontario Student Assistance Program

 Assists qualifying full-time and part-time students from Ontario to help pay for 

college/university

 Available for approved out-of-province schools - see OSAP website for details

 Canada-Ontario Integrated Student Loan (COISL) available for approved out-of-

country schools

 Based on financial need

 Apply as early as possible – after offer of admission received (10 weeks prior to 

start of classes)

 No charge for applications filed through the OSAP website

 Fees apply for filing paper applications



OSAP offers funding through:

 Grants → money you don’t have to pay back

 Student Loan → money you need to repay once you are done 

school

 When you apply for OSAP, you are automatically considered 

for both grants and loans.

 If you do not want to take a loan, you can decline it after your 

application is approved or set it aside to be used only if 

needed





OSAP – Online Aid Estimator

Students/families will require:

 School you plan on attending

 Program of study + expected tuition

 Estimated student summer employment income and gross 

income from previous year’s tax return

 Estimate of your income for the study period

 Annual gross income of parent(s)/guardian(s) from previous 

year’s tax returns

Link: https://osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2021Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml

https://osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2021Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml


You Qualify for OSAP – Now What?

 Divided into 2 installments (1 per semester)

 Full-time status and academic progress is required.

 You typically apply for OSAP in the spring after you have been 

accepted into your program

 Loans are interest free for as long as a student is studying full-time

 You need to re-apply for OSAP every year

 You must begin repaying an OSAP loan back six months after you 

graduate, withdraw, or stop being a full-time student



OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME

 Summer Employment

 Part-time work during school term

 College Athletic Assistance (up to $1250)

 Bursaries (see College financial office)

 RESP’s or Bank Loans

***Check out Ajax HS Google Classroom for the monthly 

‘Scholarship Report’ posted for more specific scholarship 

opportunities***

Scholarship Resources:

• www.scholarshipscanada.com

• https://yconic.com/

http://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://yconic.com/


NEED MORE INFORMATION?



Check Google Classroom regularly for virtual college visit 

updates, other important dates and to sign up for your application 

seminar on either Thursday October 28th or Friday October 29th

Respond to the Grade 12 Google Classroom Invite!



AJAX HIGH RESOURCES

Ajax High Website: 

https://ajaxhs.ddsb.ca/en/students/guidance.aspx#College

Check out your myBlueprint account for helpful post-

secondary resources

https://ajaxhs.ddsb.ca/en/students/guidance.aspx#College


Link: www.transitionresourceguide.ca

Resource that provides available support systems for 

students transitioning to College.

Includes information about each college and their 

accessibility services, peer and academic support 

programs, financial aid, campus accessibility, and 

more.

Can help student transfer accommodations to their 

college (IEP).

http://www.transitionresourceguide.ca/


The ontariocolleges.ca App
.

Find it in the App Store and on Google Play

Create an 

application

Explore college 

programs

Add programs to a 

Favourites list

Log in to your 

application

Add programs to 

your application

Request your 

transcripts

Pay for your 

application

View and     

confirm offers



COLLEGE APPLICATION TIMELINE

Date: Significance:

Fall 2021 Online applications may be submitted to ontariocolleges.ca 

beginning in early October.

November 1st, 2021 This is the EARLIEST OFFER DATE FOR QUALIFIED 

APPLICANTS.

February 1st, 2022 This is the EQUAL CONSIDERATION DEADLINE. Late 

applications will be processed but are considered by the colleges 

on a first-come, first-served basis.

May 1st, 2022 Students must confirm their acceptance of an offer of admission 

through ontariocolleges.ca

June 1st, 2022 - Earliest date that colleges can require payment of tuition fees. Each 

college sets its own tuition deposit amount and payment deadline. This information 

will be communicated to you by the college.



Payment Methods:

•Online - with Visa (including Visa Debit), 

MasterCard, American Express, or Interac Online.

•By phone - pay over the phone using a credit card.

AN IMPORTANT DATE TO 

REMEMBER!

Equal Consideration Date:

ontariocolleges.ca expects you to have completed your 

application and paid the application processing fee of $95

by FEBRUARY 1
st

, 2022.



THE APPLICATION PROCESS…

You can apply to up to five programs, with no 
more than three programs at any one College.

Place your choices in order of preference.

ontariocolleges.ca will not send your application 
information to your college choices until their 
fee ($95) has been received.

You can change the programs listed on your 
application on-line or by phone.

You can accept only one offer at a time.



THE APPLICATION PROCESS…

If changes are received after February 1st, 
2022, the “equal consideration” of the 
application may be affected.

Make sure you write down your 
username and password.

Make sure you write down your 
ontariocolleges.ca application number.

Ensure that you confirm an offer of 
acceptance by May 1st, 2022.



All students applying to college should attend a virtual 

application seminar. Please sign up for one seminar 

using the google form in the guidance google classroom. 

It can be found under ‘College Information’.

Both seminars will take place on the grade 12 Google 

Classroom through the Google Meet link.

COLLEGE APPLICATION SEMINARS 2021-2022

Seminar #1: Thursday Oct. 28 

@10:30 AM

Seminar #2: Friday Oct. 29

@1:30 PM



For Application Help
 Click FAQ to find answers to common 

questions 

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/faq

 Chat in real-time by clicking the Live Chat 

button on the ontariocolleges.ca website

 Email: ask-us@ontariocolleges.ca

Connect with Ontario Colleges:

facebook.com/ontariocolleges.ca

@ontariocolleges

Ontariocolleges.ca

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/faq
mailto:ask-us@ontariocolleges.ca


NEED HELP? CONNECT WITH A GUIDANCE 
COUNSELLOR

Contact: Jackie Callis - 905-683-1610 ext. 233023

jacqueline.callis@ddsb.ca

Contact: Scott Edmunds - 905-683-1610 ext. 233022

scott.edmunds@ddsb.ca

Contact: Scott Farndon - 905-683-1610 ext. 233024

scott.farndon@ddsb.ca

Contact: Brett Pakosta - 905-683-1610 ext. 233021

brett.pakosta@ddsb.ca


